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Camp Nimitz Plans Remaln Controversial

By Melanie Nickel
The Beacon -

The Base Closure Committee
for the Naval Training Center
(NTC) in Point Loma has reached
agreement on how to use most
portions of the base, according to
urban design coordinator Mike
Stepner. Two areas of disagree-

~ment remain, symbolized by
blank areas on the committee’s
tentatwe reuse map They are a

- 35-acre parcel along Rosecrans

Street, adjacent to the planned

" Navy housing complex, and the

area known as Camp Nimitz,
between the boat channel and the
an'port '

~The 35-acre parcel has been .

identified as a possible housing
site, although many Peninsula

~‘civic organizations oppose addi-

tional housing on' the base,
beyond the 500 units of Navy
housmg a]ready agreedto A coah-

tion of social service agencies
touched off a storm of protest last
June; when:they proposed using
the area for “transitional housing”
for formerly homeless peaple.’

“We have not locked into a

transitional housing use for that’

site,” Stepner told the Jan. 30

town meeting sponsored by the
Point Loma Association. The legal =

situation has changed since. that
proposal was made, he explained.
Homeless housmg is no longer ’the

ByMeIame Nmkel
‘ﬂte Beacon -

Au'port expansmn plans and

Point Loma tfown meéeting.
Hosted by the Point Loma
Association (PLA) and attended
by nearly 200 people;, the meet-
| ing featured presentations by rep-
resentatives of the Port of San

ning department. The meeting

little opportunity for commerit by
-audience members -— a situation

town meeting; ‘tentatively sched-
uled for March'6; when “all of us
can express our opmlons on

. possible uses for the closing-
Naval Training Center (NTC) -
were expounded Jan. 30-at a

Diego; the San Diego Police"
Department and the city plan- .
‘was informational and there was .

that ‘will be remedied at the-next

‘,oversees. the closure process for-

‘Town Meetmg Looks At Alrport NTC Plan

the. c1ty He displayed 4 tentative
map showing a city-owned golf

. course and drlvmg range, office

and retail space'in the hlstonc
buildings of the central core, an
educational complex, two new
hotels, public swimming 'pools

-and gymnasiums, and public

park land along the boat channel.
He reported that agreement has
not yet been reached on two

areas: a 35-acre parcel adjacent to

the planned Navy housing com-

- plex, and the area between the

channel and the airport known as
Camp Nimitz.

Grady Dutton, chief engineer
for the Port of San Diego, out-
lined the Port’s plans for expan:
sion of Lmdbergh Field over the
next two years. They include:

"¢ A new $60 million con-
course_in the West Terminal,
adding elght arrival and depar-

.. ture gates and an unproved bag-
' | gageclaim area; °

* A complete revision of auto-

- mobile and pedestrian traffic pat-
* terns at the airport, costing $40

million and including pedestrian

bridges to remove foot traffic

_bay is temporary, and those oper-
back to the an'port he added

from the roads in front of the ter-
minals, a new overpass over Har-
bor Drive to serve the 85 percent’
of airport traffic. that arrives and
leaves from the downtown direc--
tion, and two new entrances to-
the airport from Harbor Drive;

¢ A temporary “commuter ter-
minal” at the old US:Air/PSA
building; to serve smaller com-
muter-type airlines; '

¢ A new control tower, more
than twice as tall as the existing

one, being built by the Federal |

Aviation Administration;-

¢ A new fuel storage area
which will eliminate hundreds of
fuel trucks per week from Harbor
Drive, shiftmg them to Pacific
Highway. -

*In addition, the Port will eac-
quire the Pacific Highway proper-
ty now occupied by Convair;-
which will demolish its existing
buildings before surrendenng its
lease, Dutton said:

. The;car rental area located
between Harbor Drive and the

ations will eventnally be moved’

first priority for closmg m111tary
bases. Cities are merely required

to address the needs of the home--

less in some way, which may be
" on- or off-site.

Commenting privately afterthe | 8
meeting, Stepner reported that - |

“the transitional housing proposal

sure committee. Although no for-
mal vote rejecting the proposal

-“were given to understand that

‘in the scheme of things,” he said.

.. They were told to come back with

another proposal, which is expect-

+ed within the next few weeks: The . |
. .closure committee is leaning |-
toward “market rate” (private)

" ‘housing e on that site, he indicated.

. offices to Building 94 at NTC,
Stepner said the district has with-

toom for discussion.”
There have been several pro-
posals for the Camp Nimitz area.

to annex it to Lindbergh Field.
" Police and fire fighting officials
want to use existing training facili-
ties there to create a “regional safe-
ty academy.”
© " If the Port obtained the Camp

Nimitz area, they could-add

. another six to ten airplane gates to

the planned new concourse at the -
western end of the airport, said

* Port Chief Engineer Grady Dutton.

" The rest of the area would be used

for overnight parking for planes.

- “We look at every opportunity we

. can to acquire land adjacent to the
: aerort,” he noted, "~ ° |

:There ‘aré nearly-new trammg

. facxhtles at Camp Nm‘utz whlch i

was turned down” by the base clo- :

‘was taken, the homeless providers |

this proposal was not Teasonable

a proposed move of
San Diego Unified School District”

drawn its application for that
‘building; although “there is stlll ;

The Port of San Diego woild like -

“TEX-CHAMP SCORES AGAI 2
Champion box :
Moore signs a copy of: the'

“new book “The Prizefighter” |

by Arlene Schulman, Feb. :_i at

offer the poten'tial for a “world
class, state of the art regmnal pub-
lic safety academy,” said Dave
Worden, assistant chief of pohce
for the city of San Diego. The city
is already using an indoor shoot-
ing range and a fire fighting school
there. By teaching fire fighting and
police skilisto local, state and fed- -
eral officers as ‘well as private or
commercial interests, the academy
would be a net money—maker for
thecity, headded. -~ "~

A questionnaire d&smbuted at
the town meeting asked audience

- merpbers to choose between these
-two options for Camp Nimitz. Of

200 survey sheets distributed, 164
were returned that night, repot

John Seymour, chairman of the
Peninsula Community Planmng
Board. The results ‘were: 39
'respondents preferred the airport
-expansion plan, 122 voted for the

.- publicsafety academy and 3
- chose neither option.. “A tesult of

three-to-one in favor of-the public ‘
safgty academy is pretty over- |




